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Queensland farmer puts best foot 
forward thanks to hoof workshop
When Anthony Taber hosted a Healthy 
Hooves workshop, he had no idea 
that day would lead to improved herd 
reproduction and overall health.

A dairy farmer from Laidley in the 
Lockyer Valley, milking 220 cows year-
round, Anthony wanted to brush-up on 
his cow hoof knowledge by attending 
another Subtropical Dairy Healthy Hooves 
workshop.

At the time, he had couple of staff who 
were also keen to be involved in hands-on 
learning, so Anthony suggested hosting 
the four-hour session at his family farm 
last year.

Representatives from five other local 
farms attended the workshop where 
everyone learnt about hoof anatomy, tips 
for trimming, and restraining animals.

Describing the courses as “very helpful” he’s 
also utilised business courses and become 
involved in sustainability and mastitis projects 
while participating in discussion groups.

For more information about managing lameness and hoof care scan the QR code or visit
www.dairyaustralia.com.au

While this information provided invaluable 
confidence for Anthony and his staff to 
tackle hoof health themselves, it was the 
professional relationship with another 
attendee and vet Dr Shahab Ranjbar 
Nezhad Isfahani that continued to deliver 
value to his farm business.

“Since meeting him that day, he has 
helped me with reproduction, my cell 
count, any medical issues including 
hooves, and taking care of the stuff that I 
am not comfortable with,” Anthony said.

“Working in conjunction with my 
normal vet, Dr Shahab offers herd 
health assistance and comes out to 
the farm monthly. I’ve seen a massive 
improvement as far as the herd’s 
reproduction is concerned and I’ve 
received direction from watching him do 
the hooves – learning from someone with 
a lot more skill than I have.”

Since partnering with the University of 
Queensland vet, the average lactation 
length for Anthony’s herd has dropped 
from 450 days to 340 days.

Getting cows back in calf quicker has 
paid-off, with production gains and easier 
management.

Participating in last year’s Healthy Hooves 
workshop was just another way Anthony 
used Subtropical Dairy courses to upskill 
himself and his staff.

Describing the courses as “very helpful” 
he’s also utilised business courses and 
become involved in sustainability and 
mastitis projects while participating in 
discussion groups.

Hosting the Healthy Hooves workshop 
on-farm last year was the second time 
Anthony had completed the course.

This “refresher” instilled him with 
confidence to complete general 
maintenance trimming on the herd.

“The cows do a lot of walking, if we 
don’t trim their hooves and keep them 
comfortable, it’s an added stress for 
them,” Anthony said.

“The Healthy Hooves workshops allowed 
me to talk to experts about what I’m 
seeing (on-farm) and get a better 
understanding of hoof issues. I still get a 
vet to come out if there is an issue I don’t 
feel confident tackling. But thanks to the 
Healthy Hooves workshop, I now have the 
knowledge to glance at the cow’s hoof 
before they come, identify the potential 
issue and, in some cases, it reduces the 
amount of time the vet is needed on 
farm.”

Advice from the Healthy Hooves 
workshop about safely restraining 
animals was something Anthony found 
especially useful.

“I’d just bought a new crush before the 
course and the instructors were able 
to talk me through modifications that 
ensured the safety on the animal,” he said. 

“Getting them to stand as still as possible 

means they are more comfortable, and it 
makes my job a little easier.”

Hoof health has increased in importance 
within Anthony’s business in the past five 
years as herd numbers have grown from 
150 to 220 head.

The 500 to 550 kilogram average 
liveweight Ayrshires, Friesians and 
Jerseys mostly graze within 750 metres 
from the dairy, with the furthest pre- and 
post-milking walk being one kilometre.

Anthony said this walking played a role 
in hoof issues, and this was exacerbated 
following the 2013 floods and a change in 
the herd’s feeding regime.

The floods wrecked laneways, damaging 
the surface of the tracks which led to 
some hoof health concerns. 

Implementing a partial mixed ration 
(PMR) feeding system also meant cows 
were heavier - placing more stress on 
their hooves on the worn laneways.

With a focus on lameness prevention, 
Healthy Hooves workshops are 
conducted by veterinarians and provide 
a practical advice for farmers to identify 
and manage hoof issues.

For Anthony, the course was only four 
hours between milkings but the benefits 
linger.

“With up-to-date hoof maintenance, 
the cows move more easily and we are 
preventing injuries rather than managing 
them,” he said. 
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