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Krystal Walmsley doesn’t hesitate – as 
soon as a calf is born, it’s tube-fed with 
colostrum.

Two litres or more of the natural 
goodness goes straight into the new 
calve’s stomach.

The colostrum quality is tested and noted 
and once the calf has had its first drink, 
the far-north Queensland dairy farmer 
also records the quantity it consumed.

This is repeated for each new calf born.

For Krystal, this calf management 
practice is just one of many housing, 
nutrition, and management changes 
she, and husband Andrew, have made 
since she enrolled in a Subtropical Dairy 
Rearing Healthy Calves course.

And the results speak for themselves.

“We couldn’t believe 
their growth. They are 
growing so much faster, 
drinking 8 to 12 litres a 
day in addition to their 
ad lib corn, water, and 
the seaweed probiotic 
that they lick, which is 
good for their digestive 
tract,” Krystal said.
“We would never have seen the growth 
and the weight they put on in our old calf 
rearing system.”

Krystal and Andrew took over the family 
farm at Malanda just over a year ago. 
The couple and their three children - 
Malachi 10 years old, Jessyka 8 years 
old and Lydia 6 years old - milk 150 cows 
year-round and retain all their calves.

Overhauling their calf rearing system 
was a priority for Krystal and Andrew so 
the calf rearing workshops conducted by 
veterinarian Dr Gemma Chuck couldn’t 
have come at a better time.

“Before Gemma’s advice, we would have 

let calves feed on their mums with a 
couple of other calves, undercover near 
the dairy,” Krystal said.

“The assumption was the calves would 
get colostrum in the paddock, but that 
was never a guarantee. Now we know for 
sure. We’ve also trained calves onto calf 
feeders - isolating them from the cows to 
limit the risk of disease.”

“My husband designed and built a mobile 
calf rearing system – consisting of a 
movable pens that house six calves that 
we pull with the ute or the tractor to a 
new patch of grass every few days to 
maintain hygiene.”

These “fundamental changes” have 
helped Krystal and Andrew maximise 
their breeding program by providing the 
best chance for all calves to thrive.

“They are our investment,” Krystal said.

“We have taken a different approach with 
the farm by keeping all the calves, but 
we know that putting them all through 
this good calf rearing system gives us 
options. We can now look at the viability 
of keeping them and rearing steers for 
the beef market because we have the 
space to grow them out.” 

The Walmsley’s will continue to tweak 
their calf rearing system but will now also 
turn their attention to their dairy heifers – 
ensuring they are in the best condition for 
joining and entry into the milking herd.

They have recently introduced Illawarras 
into their predominantly Holstein herd 
and have already introduced Jersey 
genetics to develop a three-way-cross 
herd.

Krystal said these smaller animals would 
better suit their climate and grass-based 
production system, while they are also 
chasing calving ease and hybrid vigor.

As an avid dairy discussion group 
participant and a relatively newcomer 
to the industry, Krystal has been keen 
to develop her knowledge, with Rearing 
Healthy Calves is just one way she plans 
to expand her education. 

“Every farmer should ignore any pre-
conceived notions about calf rearing and 
attend one of these workshops because 
you never know what you might pick-up,” 
she said.

“To be able to learn something, talk it 
over, and implement it – getting everyone 
on board – it is well worth it.” 

Calf rearing overhaul is first 
management change for Queensland 
dairy farmers
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