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Dairy education and career programs across both primary 
and secondary school age groups have been well supported 
and valued by the dairy industry for many years. Not only do 
they bridge the gap between the community and the farm – 
giving a paddock to plate experience – they also promote the 
opportunities available to those interested or contemplating a 
career in the dairy industry. 

Dairy education programs have evolved over time with the 
changes in the industry and resources, however, the onset of a 
global pandemic and COVID-19 restrictions in 2020 meant that 
there was a complete rethink on how events could be staged to 
continue the learning experience for students.

One local school, Our Lady of Good Counsel, in Gatton hosted 
the inaugural Learning and Growing Expo in 2019, where 350 
students from Brisbane Catholic Education schools participated 
in the event. Students that attended participated in a variety of 
activities all linked to food production and paddock to plate with 
the focus being on Science and technology, Engineering and 
mathematics involved in agriculture.

During 2020, working with COVID-19 restrictions in place, the 
organisers of the event saw an opportunity to do things a little 
differently and look more to a blended leaning model – a mix of 
hands-on and online learning. This rethink and new model meant 
that over 1000 students were able to participate.

Local dairy farmer, Luke Stock, having hosted students on his 
farm and also participating in the previous years Expo, facilitated 
some Dairyfields sponsorship to help make the event happen. 
Resources were purchased and sent to schools to assist with 
their hands-on learning activities for the day. Each class was sent 
a set of boxed resources for students to use to consolidate and 
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demonstrate their learning and understanding of the concepts 
taught online. Schools were encouraged to capture these 
learning opportunities and share them with other participating 
schools through the Teams site online.

Other dairy-related educational programs also took the 
opportunity to use the online environment to continue their 
connection with students throughout 2020, including Dairy 
Australia’s Cows Create Careers program and AgForce’s Moo 
Baa Munch. In an environment where resources are becoming 
increasingly scarce, and distance and other challenges have 
a significant impact on delivery and success, embracing the 
online learning space may just keep the important connection 
alive between dairy farmers, the industry, consumers and our 
future dairy industry employees and innovators. 

Resource boxes were delivered to those classes participating in 
the online learning experience for students to use to consolidate 
and demonstrate their learning and understanding of the 
concepts taught online.
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