
It has certainly been a year for the history books, but in the absence of face-to-face events, it has been great to see a 
number of Subtropical Dairy Young Dairy Network members embracing the availability of online activities over the past 
few months. With planning well underway for the year ahead, each of the regional Operational Steering Committees 
have taken the time to catchup and discuss their plans for the coming year, with a range of social and technical topic 
ideas being flagged. Some topics that have been suggested in northern NSW and south-east Queensland include an AI 
course and Healthy Hooves workshop. We will look to schedule these activities over the coming year as we navigate the 
changing environment and adhere to COVID regulations and guidelines across NSW and Queensland. 

Along with face-to-face activities, we will be also offering 
some online Q&A sessions with our YDN. If you have any 
topics or speaker suggestions, please let your local co-
ordinator know. Some topics already suggested include 
farm management technology and what you need to setup 
a business. We are also working with Dairy Australia to offer 
some national webinars and Q&A sessions, such as share-
farming and leasing. As we navigate COVID restrictions, a 
range of social catchups will be organised, so keep an eye 
out for what is on offer for your region. These may be held 
closer to the end of the 2020-21 financial year.

We would also like to congratulate Anna Bevan, our Far 
North Queensland YDN Co-ordinator on the safe arrival of 
her son, Keaton. Whilst Anna is on maternity leave, Jo Srhoj 
will be helping out in the YDN role and is the key contact for 
YDN in the region. The Far North Queensland YDN group 
kicked off the resumption of face-to-face activities, recently 
hosting a Calf health discussion day, facilitated by local 

vet, Dr Gemma Chuck and Subtropical Dairy’s Jo Srhoj. 
The group heard from the host farmers Greg and Bronwyn 
English, sharing their calf rearing story and experience. 
The group also went through how to tube a calf, take rectal 
temperatures and some practical tips for vaccinations. 

We would like to thank our sponsors for their ongoing 
support for YDN again this financial year – BEC Feed 
Solutions and Dairy Express. They help make events 
possible for our network and we highly value their support. 

If you would like to be more involved in the YDN, or 
alternatively have some younger staff that you would like to 
get involved, please contact Alicia Richters on 0427 916 650 
or alicia@subtropicaldairy.com.au 

We also have a number of closed Facebook groups for 
YDN members, so please get in touch to be added to these 
groups or have staff members added.  
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