
Demonstrating the use of hoof trimming tools and the comfortable, secure and safe 
restraint of animals for hoof examination and treatment. 

Andres Ardila Avila examining a hoof and 
demonstrating the use of a hoof knife to pair back 
a lesion to help the cow achieve normal motion and 
assist with treatment, if required. 

Farmers practiced using various hoof health tools after safely and 
securely restraining the animals for treatment. 

@subtropicaldairy

Following on from a webinar delivered in September 
2020, a series of on-farm, practical Healthy Hooves 
sessions were delivered across the Subtropical Dairy 
region during January 2021. 

Bill Tranter from Tableland Veterinary Services and Andres 
Ardila Avila from Zero Lameness Consultants facilitated 
the workshops which were aimed at consolidating the 
theoretical concepts covered in the September webinar 
and assisting farmers and employees to apply the 
concepts on-farm.

The wetter weather seasons in northern Australian dairy 
regions increase the risk and prevalence of hoof issues 
seen in herds. Costs associated with lameness and the 
resulting production losses can have a major impact on 
profitability and can be a drain on farm resources.

Quick and effective treatment is essential to managing 
lameness in herds and minimising costs. Dairy Australia’s 
Lameness Field Guide (www.dairyaustralia.com.au/
animal-management-and-milk-quality/animal-health/
lameness) is an excellent resource with pictorial, step-by-
step procedures to assist farmers in the management and 
treatment of lame cows.

Those that participated in the on-farm 
sessions were given the opportunity to 
further investigate the anatomy of the 
hoof, use the tools and equipment, practice 
skills such as lameness investigation, 
injury correction and treatment, hoof-
trimming and maintenance.

Healthy Hooves – 
Making it work on-farm
Belinda Haddow,
Subtropical Dairy Regional Extension Officer, Darling 
Downs and South-east Queensland

https://www.facebook.com/subtropicaldairy
https://www.facebook.com/subtropicaldairy
https://www.facebook.com/subtropicaldairy
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/animal-management-and-milk-quality/animal-health/lameness
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/animal-management-and-milk-quality/animal-health/lameness
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/animal-management-and-milk-quality/animal-health/lameness
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/animal-management-and-milk-quality/animal-health/lameness


The health and safety of both cow and operator are important aspects of any treatment facility. 

Andres Ardila Avila instructing farmers on the safe and correct use 
of hoof tools to achieve better hoof health . 

@subtropicaldairy

Well-maintained facilities and tools such as a working 
crush, pulleys and/or ropes, hoof knives, grinders and 
healing aids such as blocks and medications are all 
essential items to have on hand before commencing a 
hoof health regime. The health and safety for both cow 
and operator are important aspects of any treatment 
facility. Facilities on the host dairy farms were used 
to demonstrate the safe and comfortable restraint of 
animals for hoof examination and treatment. 

For those farms where the necessary equipment is not 
available, another option for herd hoof maintenance is to 
employ a regular hoof specialist to visit your farm. Your 
veterinarian should also be able to investigate and treat 
lame cows if regular hoof maintenance is not required.

You can view some excellent video’s online on Dairy 
Australia's Healthy Hooves video playlist on YouTube 
(youtu.be/S1LolqPbrIg) or on the Lameness page (www.
dairyaustralia.com.au/animal-management-and-milk-
quality/animal-health/lameness#.YDYdRC0RrjA) of 
the website. These videos have excellent step-by-step 
demonstrations of how to restrain a cow both securely 
and comfortably to investigate and treat lameness. They 
also show various treatment techniques for dealing with 
lameness. 

For more ‘Healthy Hooves’ and lameness resources, go to the Dairy 
Australia Healthy Hooves and Lameness web page, including the 
lameness cost calculator, the Lameness scoring poster, the lameness 
field guide and a guide to preventing and managing lameness. 

The complete guide to preventing and managing lameness Keep your dairy herd on a healthy footing
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