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For anyone interested in the Biosecurity tool or more information about these resources,  
please contact Alicia Richters on 0427 916 650 or alicia@subtropicaldairy.com.au

In early November 2020, Subtropical Dairy ran two Biosecurity workshops in northern New South Wales. Biosecurity on farm is 
becoming ever more important. With changes in recent years to the Biosecurity Act, there is an increased risk of new pests and 
diseases entering farms from visitors and inputs from new regions such as fodder during droughts. 

Under the changes to the Biosecurity Act of 2015, farms are now 
responsible for their own Biosecurity Plans. It is important to 
note that whilst this is national legislation, state legislation can 
also vary. The plan allows you to identify how you will manage 
risks to both your own farm and to also help prevent significant 
losses to the industry in the case of disease outbreaks. In 
addition to having a plan, farms must report all notifiable 
diseases, maintain traceability of livestock movements, complete 
and comply with milk processor Quality Assurance, and ensure 
your dairy licence number is registered with Livestock Production 
Assurance and renew accreditation every three years. All dairy 
farms must also maintain an active biosecurity plan as part of 
the Johne’s Disease Dairy Score, with requirements increasing as 
your score increases.

A significant component of the workshop was using the Dairy 
Biosecurity Online Tool that was setup in 2019 to allow dairy 
farm businesses to create and maintain their animal disease 
management component of the broader farm biosecurity plan. 
The tool is easy to use. It covers aspects such as your risk 
snapshot, your vaccination program, diseases that you are 
looking to exclude from farm, monitor and minimise exposure or 
reduce impact of disease on farm, review your control actions 
and produce an electronic plan. The tool also provides some 
excellent information on common vaccines used in Australian 

dairy systems, common diseases and signs and suggested 
control actions that you can implement on farm. The control 
actions are broken down into stock movements, herd health, 
farm inputs and visitors, with users able to fully customise to suit 
their farming system and level of risk. Once completed, you can 
save and for those interested, they can also share the plan with 
key stakeholders for your business such as advisers or staff. 
Users can access their plans at any time and are confidential 
unless shared.

During the workshops, groups also discussed key biosecurity 
risks they were facing on farm and how they were currently 
managing those risks, giving participants a chance to share 
experiences and tactics. These ranged from new weeds they 
were facing from feed sources bought in during the drought, 
vaccination programs people were running on farm and disposal 
methods of animals such as burial pits and composting.

Additional resources on biosecurity can be found at 
these websites:

Dairy Australia www.dairyaustralia.com.au/biosecurity 

Farm Biosecurity www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/ 
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