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In October 2020, the Bexhill Discussion Group took a chance to get off 
farm and headed on a short tour of NSW. The group of 14 first headed 
out to Quirindi to visit the Eykamp Kikuyu Company farm. The farm, run 
by the Eykamp family, focuses on kikuyu seed production, including the 
new ‘Fulkerson’ kikuyu variety that has been developed by Bill Fulkerson in 
conjunction with the NSW Far North Coast Dairy Industry Group. The group 
learnt more about the farm, originally setup by Roy’s grandfather and also 
took a tour of the seed cleaning sheds and the kikuyu production fields, 
getting a chance to see the new variety up close. 

The next stop on the tour was at 
Peter and James Neale’s farm at 
Oxley Island. It was impressive to see 
a farm running a 700 cow herd that 
has salt water courses on both sides 
of the farm that uses flood gates to 
keep out the salt water. Whilst the 
farm faced considerable difficulties 
over the past twelve months with the 
district running dangerously low of 
water, they were recovering well and 
taking the opportunity to bale silage. 

The final visit took the tour up into 
the hilly country of Comboyne to the 
Hurrell’s farm. The Hurrell’s have an 
incredible setup with a number of 
centre pivots used to irrigate pasture 
to keep their 700 head fed. The farm 
has been handed down to the two 
sons to run, where their focus has 
been to extend the dairy, improve 
pasture performance and switching 
to a crossbred cow (much to their 

mum’s dismay!). It was incredible to 
hear about the struggle to hand over 
the farm to the next generation, but 
to remain involved and support the 
business. 

The tour was an excellent 
opportunity to get off farm, 
particularly as the first trip for the 
group in quite a few years. The 
group enjoyed learning about how 
the larger farms managed their 
herds and businesses. It was also 
great to have some social time after 
what has been a number of tough 
seasons, along with seeing some 
great crops across the northern NSW 
farming fields. The group would like 
to thank NSW DPI and Norco for 
their support in being able to make 
this happen. The visit was co-funded 
by Subtropical Dairy utilising Dairy 
Australia discussion group funding.  
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