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Fall armyworm (FAW) is a new plant pest in Australia that has 
the potential to cause significant damage to a wide range of 
crops. It first appeared in Australia in early 2020 and has been 
detected in Queensland, NSW and Western Australia. 

Fall armyworm is reported to feed on more than 350 plant 
species, including maize, cotton, rice, sorghum, sugarcane, 
tropical pastures, wheat, vegetable and fruit crops, and has 
caused significant economic losses overseas. Destruction of 
crops can happen rapidly when infestation levels are high. 

Current impact in Queensland
As of February 2021, many dairy farmers growing maize in 
Queensland have suffered significant yield losses.

The Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) 
extension team have described the damage to later sown maize 
crops (sown early/mid-summer) as “devastating”, with some 
crops completely destroyed while still at a relatively early stage of 
growth.

Mid to late spring sown crops in Queensland have suffered 
significant damage but are still viable for harvest in general, 
albeit at reduced yields. Anecdotal reports have suggested yield 
reduction of approximately 25% in some crops of maize due to 
FAW, which has a significant economic impact.

Grain and forage sorghum crops have reportedly suffered 
minimal impact from FAW. 

DAF is trialling biological control methods.

Response to Fall armyworm
Some farmers have been able to limit the damage by spraying 
where a FAW infestation is detected but timing is critical and 
trusted agronomic advice is essential.

NSW Local Land Services as well as State Government 
Agriculture departments have been quite active in recent months 
in relation to monitoring and detection of FAW, with pheromone 
traps laid in several areas of Queensland, NSW and Northern 
Victoria. Floods in some regions did cause some disruption to 
this monitoring however.

FAW is airborne and appears to thrive in the warmer, more 
tropical areas, but has been proven to move south in warmer 
months, as evidenced by the confirmed infestation in a maize 
crop in East Gippsland in February 2021. It has a short life cycle 
in warmer conditions allowing large numbers to build quickly.

If you suspect FAW is present in your region, it is important to 
report it immediately to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 
881.

The hotline will connect you to the responsible authority in your 
state or territory. Reporting the presence of FAW will assist in the 
response effort.

For control and management of a FAW armyworm infestation, 
it is strongly recommended to consult immediately with your 
agronomist for specific advice on the best approach to manage 
the pest. 
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For more information about Fall Armyworm, including links to local information and resources, visit dairyaustralia.com.au/feed-
and-nutrition/growing-feed-for-the-herd/fall-armyworm

Fall armyworm is reported to feed on more than 350 plant species, including maize, 
cotton, rice, sorghum, sugarcane, tropical pastures, wheat, vegetable and fruit crops, 
and has caused significant economic losses overseas. Destruction of crops can 
happen rapidly when infestation levels are high. 
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