
The Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries (DAF) and University of 
Queensland (UQ) are conducting on-
farm feeding demonstrations to explore 
alternative income streams for dairy 
farmers by rearing male calves. 

DAF scientist Dr David Barber said the 
demonstrations at Gatton Research 
Dairy are analysing the effectiveness and 
profitability of alternative ways of raising 
bull calves, including low-cost feeding 
systems from weaning to marketable 
animal. 

“Male dairy calves are usually sold around 
five days of age,” Dr Barber said. 

“Keeping the calves on-farm maximises 
the animal’s welfare and could add value 
to dairy farmers’ incomes.” 

Dr Barber said the current demonstration 
involved 45 male calves reared on three 
different mixed ration diets, where the 
animals have been castrated at three 

different time points, to investigate the 
impacts on feed conversion efficiency 
and growth rates. 

“The calves were measured monthly for 
live weight, frame measurements such 
as hip and wither height, heart girth, and 
body condition score to monitor growth, 
maturation rate and development,” he 
said.

“Daily feed intake was recorded to assess 
performance parameters including 
average daily gain and feed conversion 
efficiency.”

Once the calves reached a marketable live 
weight and condition, they had a carcass 
assessment to measure the effectiveness 
of the feeding and management 
practices, which could influence meat 
quality and the attainment of market 
specifications. 

“From the initial group of animals sold 
at approximately 450kg, 17 out of the 18 

steers received MSA (Meat Standards 
Australia) grading, achieving the top grid 
price,” Dr Barber said.

“This demonstrated the potential for 
these animals to meet premium market 
specifications.”

DAF and UQ will continue the on-farm 
demonstrations to assess efficient and 
profitable market avenues for male dairy 
animals, feeding them into differing 
market segments, with a second batch 
of male calves due to be reared from 
September.

Information resources will be developed 
at the end of the trial outlining the feeding 
and management strategies, as well as 
the alternative market pathways that can 
provide diversification for current dairy 
farmers, and alternative animal rearing 
opportunities for wider industries. 

Demonstration highlights alternate 
incomes for dairy farmers rearing 
male dairy calves 
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