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The Subtropical Dairy Darling Downs 
Regional Group have initiated a project 
looking at suitable options for calf 
rearing infrastructure relevant to the 
northern Australian dairy industry.

The project was suggested after some 
of the group members were searching 
for regionally specific information on calf 
housing and rearing facilities. 

At their most recent Regional Group 
meeting the Darling Downs group 
endorsed an idea to set-up a closed 
Facebook group discussing the topic of 
calf rearing systems and infrastructure. 
The group will be a safe place to share 
photographs, videos and comments 
and suggestions around options for calf 
rearing facilities without the barriers of 
regions or distance.

The Darling Downs Regional Group 
extend an invitation to all dairy farmers, 

farm employees and service providers 
across the northern Australian dairy 
region to join the group and the 
conversation at www.facebook.com/
groups/416492969340492/

For those farmers and service providers 
who would like to be part of the 
conversation but are not involved in 
Facebook, please contact your Regional 
Extension Officer and they will be able 
to share your ideas with the group and 
provide some feedback, or alternatively, 
get you working with a Facebook 
account and a link to the group.

The conversation and ideas will only be 
as good as the people that are willing 
to get involved so please get online and 
contribute.

The online group will run for a 12 month 
period. At its conclusion, the Darling 
Downs Regional Group would like to 

choose a number of calf rearing systems 
to investigate further and publish as 
case studies for the Subtropical Dairy 
region.

For a comprehensive resource focused 
on calf-rearing, please download 
the Rearing Healthy Calves manual 
dairyaustralia.com.au/animal-
management-and-milk-quality/
calf-rearing#.X448mtAzaUk or for 
current resources on calf housing 
www.dairyaustralia.com.au/animal-
management-and-milk-quality/calf-
rearing/calf-housing#.X447INAzaUk 
or https://dairy-cattle.extension.org/
newborn-housing-for-dairy-calves/ 
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