
A big thank you to Karen, Jo and Semex for their support for the workshops and all our attendees for coming 
along and contributing to the discussions. Feedback on the workshops was positive, with a number of attendees 
noting they would look further into genomic testing in their herd in the next 12 months. 

Subtropical Young Dairy 
Network hosts genomic 
focussed workshops

Some key points shared across the workshops included:

• There are plenty of tools 
available for farmers to 
use when making breeding 
decisions and genomic 
testing is just another one; 

• Unless you will use the data 
to help make decisions on 
farm or make a change, 
then it would not be worth 
implementing from an 
economic perspective;

• Farmers should use the 
results to index and rank 
their own animals within 
their own system rather than 
against global rankings;

• Genomic testing can be used 
within an AI or bulls only 
system to help rank animals 
and making rearing choices 
at an early age;

• Data from genetic tests can 
be presented in easy to use 
formats;

• Tools exist to help you 
assess what portion of your 
herd you should test and the 
cost vs benefit to be gained 
by inputting your data;

• Data can be used to identify 
animals that have a higher 
immune response with 
genomic estimates in 
areas such as mastitis, and 
lameness.

In late February, the Subtropical Dairy Young Dairy 
Network (YDN) hosted a series of workshops 
across Northern New South Wales and Southern 
Queensland with a focus on new technologies 
available in genomic testing. Whilst hosted by 
the YDN, the workshops were open to all farmers 
and service providers, with fifty attendees across 
the few days. On hand to help us run the four 
workshops in Dorrigo, Lismore, Beaudesert and 
Toowoomba, were Jo Holloway and Karen Yarnold 
from Semex Australia. Each of the workshops 
covered a few topics including heat detection 
tools, such as collars and ear tags, that allow 
monitoring of cow physical and rumen activity to 
assist with herd management, heat detection and 
early identification of potential health issues. We 
then covered advances in breeding technologies 
and the use of genomic testing in herds and 
how to use the results to make better decisions 
about heifer management including breeding 
for replacements, selected use of sexed and 
conventional semen or even crossing with beef. 
In some workshops, we also covered colostrum 
management. 
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