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In early April, it became known that the cost of molasses available 
to dairy farmers in Far North Queensland (FNQ) would increase 
significantly compared to previous seasons. The increase is 
understood to be in the order of approximately $110 per tonne (exc. 
GST), pushing the cost to $250 per tonne (exc. GST). Subtropical 
Dairy responded to this issue by hosting a webinar on Friday 15th 
May, to support farmers in managing this change. The webinar was 
facilitated by Dr Brad Granzin – Executive Officer of Subtropical 
Dairy and Dr David Barber – Dairy Team Leader and Principal 
Scientist for the Queensland Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. The webinar was well subscribed with 24 participants 
online. The following topics were covered:

• Supplement pricing and availability compared to molasses;

• Relative cost of nutrients in molasses and other supplements;

• Benefits of low-level molasses supplementation when fed with 
different forages;

• Milk production from molasses versus other supplements at 
higher feeding levels;

• Other nutritional and feeding considerations.

Some of the key messages from the webinar are outlined 
below:

• Wherever possible, seek independent trusted nutritional advice;

• At current landed pricing ($280/tonne exc. GST), and estimated 
nutrient content, molasses still remains a cost-effective 
supplement for FNQ.
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• Ideal intake rates for molasses are determined by the 
total sugar content of the diet

• For tropical based pastures and silages, this is a 
maximum of 1.5 kg per cow per day;

• Higher feeding levels of 3 kg per cow per day can 
be fed, however rumen inefficiencies and mineral 
imbalances can occur;

• With temperate pastures, feeding should be minimised 
unless extended periods of cloudy weather are 
encountered.

Dr Dave Barber used the Rumen8 program to demonstrate 
a number of diet scenarios for participants. Rumen8 
allows for the simple creation and adjustment of diets 
while exploring changes in production and margins. To 
download Rumen8 go to www.rumen8.com.au

If you would like to access a copy of the recording from 
this webinar please copy and paste this link into your 
browser: bit.ly/3g1pWGS
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