
Be prepared for 
extreme weather 
events this summer

With storm and bushfire seasons coming early this year, it’s a timely reminder for everyone to review their current plans and be 
prepared. There are plenty of resources available, but they all agree on a few key items:

1. Have a plan in place for yourself, 
family and employees you have on 
farm.

 A number of organisations have 
templates available to help you 
prepare a plan. Whilst many of these 
are aimed at households, they can be 
adapted for a farm situation. You can 
download templates from: 

• Red Cross Rediplan available from 
their website redcross.org.au/
prepare 

• SES Emergency Plan - 
seshomeemergencyplan.com.au/
checklist.php

• Stormwise – stormwise.com.au

2. Have an emergency kit on hand. An 
emergency kit should have essential 
items that you may need during 
extreme weather events. Items 
should include but are not limited 

to: important documents; your 
emergency plan including emergency 
contact numbers; portable radio; torch 
and batteries; first aid kit; essential 
medication; water; non-perishable 
food and phone chargers. 

3. Have a generator and ensure it is in 
good working order.

4. Have a plan for your animals. Identify 
a suitable refuge paddock that has 
good laneway access and have a clear 
plan about how and when animals will 
be moved.

5. Understand what is on your farm:

• Have your farm map available. You 
may need to help direct emergency 
services to your location and having 
a map will make this quicker and 
easier; 

• Make an inventory of hay and 
silage stocks and where possible, 

keep them in areas protected from 
damage such as embers;

• Have a machinery and chemicals 
inventory and ensure they are stored 
in a safe location and that the 
inventory is updated regularly.

6. Water. You may need easy access 
to household and stock water and a 
well-maintained working petrol/diesel 
pump. Ensure water source locations 
are on your farm map. 

7. Insurance. Ensure your policies are 
up to date and check the details for 
coverage of bushfires and storm. 

There are numerous resources available 
online through your local SES, rural and 
country fire services, NSW Department of 
Primary Industries, Local Land Services, 
Qld Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries and Dairy Australia. 

In an emergency always call 000. Please stay safe this storm and bushfire season.
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